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FINAL DOWNWIND  
 

MARCH, APRIL, MAY 
 

FLY WHILE YOU STILL HAVE YOUR WINGS 
 

 
 
     
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the Collier Fun Flyers radio control model airplane 
club newsletter. The CFF is only one of thousands of excellent 
model airplane clubs in America. In these clubs are people sharing 
with each other the excitement of building and flying radio 
controlled model airplanes. Many of our members are pilots retired 
from flying commercial airliners, private pilots, combat pilots, 
veterans of the last three wars, and just plain people who have a 
love affair with airplanes. There is nothing as thrilling as flying 
your model below a giant, white, cumulous cloud, on a background 
of sky blue. (See photo above. This photo was taken above our 
flying field). The Collier Fun Flyers fly every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Saturday at the Collier County Fairgrounds. The 
flying field is located 11 miles east of I-75 on the east side of 
Immokalee Road. Meetings are the first Tuesday of every month at 
the Naples Airport, in the pilot’s hanger. Third Tuesday is Ladies 
Night Out. Those who have just joined our club are invited to 
attend Ladies Night Out and bring your sweethearts. This is always 
a fun time. On the 3rd Saturday is Gourmet Bratwurst day at the 
airpark. Juicy brats cooked to perfection by the finest European 
trained chefs. Come out and have a brat. Watch us fly or try your 
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hand at flying with an instructor. Most of our pilots were 
introduced to model airplanes when they were young and have 
never lost that thrill of seeing their plane leave the ground, fly 
below the clouds and return with the grace of a ballerina. We 
continue to fly while we still have our wings. This is a group of big 
kids experiencing some of the past and much of the present. How 
about you? What are you doing to keep yourself busy, your mind 
and reflexes sharp? Why not get interested in this great hobby? 
Join the Collier County Flyers. 
 
The MARCH meeting of CFF was called to order at 7:30PM by President 
Walt Barnes. There were 15 members present. Minutes of the last meeting 
were read and accepted along with Bill Neugent’s Treasurer’s report. Bill 
said our membership has grown to 40 and our finances are recovering nicely. 
First on the order of OLD BUSINESS was that ever present “White Line.”    
Nothing came of this discussion except the next day at the flying field there 
suddenly appeared out of no where, on the approach to Runway 4, a white 
line. Some thought it fell from the sky. Others thought that it rained white. 
While standing at the pilot’s station one can almost see the line hidden 
behind the grass. The big test will be after a rain and after the grass is cut. 
Will the white line still be there? If it is not there will the pilots be able to 
locate the runway? What if the pilots land on runway 22? I suggested we 
paint the runway white with a portable sprayer and paint a green line down 
the center. My suggestion was ignored. Seriously though, we might consider 
a hard runway, 40 feet wide and 400 feet long with a white line painted 
down the middle.  
 
Roger  cut the weeds on the east side of the field and the field looks good. 
We discussed the March 13th Fun Fly and Swap meet. Looks like Tony 
Gattone has it well organized. He reviewed what we will be doing and asked 
for a few volunteers. Jack Treadman will be our CD……NEW BUSINESS. 
In April, several loads of black dirt will be delivered and spread under the 
direction of Lem. The brat day is cancelled for March 2004 due to the Swap 
meet. Next brat day will be in the month of April. Ladies Night Out will be 
at the Olive Garden. This is always a nice night out and lots of fun. 
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CRASH OF THE MONTH was awarded to Jack Treadman. 
 

 
 

SMILING JACK TREADMAN and Friends 
 
This non-award was earned by our charter member, Smiling Jack Treadman 

shown here with future pilots. He 
landed in a tree. It is not seen often 
that anyone can land in a Southern 
Pine Tree. Flying into a tree is 
difficult at the very least. One has 
to have a plan well thought out 
before this is attempted. Ask Don 
Wagner. This requires great skill 
because the tree is usually a long 
way away from our 15,000 foot X 

600 foot runway. The pilot requires exceptional vision, and one has to be 
able to pick a branch to land on before the plane reaches the tree. This is 
where depth perception plays a big part. Also, a lot depends on the wind 
direction and upon whether one has eaten a good breakfast. Also if there are 
updrafts and downdrafts around a tree. One has to penetrate the air currents, 
using the engine power to nurse the plane through the ups and downs and the 
branches. I know this to be true because I too have landed in a 12 foot fur 
tree and I have also landed on the side of a barbed wire fence. Try that 
someday. They say that wind does not matter but it does, especially a strong 
wind. You fly your plane in one direction and the plane fly’s backwards in 
another. There should be a special award for those of us who, like Jack 
Treadman, are that skillful. Perhaps a free brat and a drink would be a fine 
non-award to sooth the hurt spirit of those who experience landing in a tree, 
on the side of a fence, and at other times somehow get it all together and 
land on the runway without a white line. 
 
Show and tell: There was no Show and Tell. Dick Allen had not arrived 
back from the far North. 
 
MARCH MEETING closed at 8:30.PM. 
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APRIL MEETING met as usual at 7:30 PM. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read and accepted without any changes. Treasurer Bill 
Neugent was absent so no minutes of the treasurer’s report were read. 
OLD BUSINES:  The Swap Meet was discussed.  There was a fair turnout 
at the field. We had great expectations of a large crowd but this did not 
happen. Swap meets take a few years to take hold. For a first attempt at this I 
think we did good. Those who came prepared, traded, sold and bought. 
Afterwards blackened brats were grilled to perfection by our expert cooks. 
Lots of potato chips, condiments, soda and small talk helped to top the day 
off. Afterwards three people flew. Next year we will do much better so keep 
your thoughts on the positive side. Remember “Can’ t”  never did anything. 
“Can”  will have a great next year swap meet. Plan to attend in 2005. 
 
LEM reported that the fill for the field was too poor and too expensive to 
buy so he cancelled the order. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: There was no new business. 
 
LADIES NIGHT OUT will be celebrated at Karavous Restaurant on 41 in 
Naples on the 20th of April. 
 
BRAT day at the field will be on the 24th of April. 
 
CRASH OF THE MONTH will not be awarded. Our pilots continue to 
improve. We are breaking records. No one crashed into a tree, the ground, a 
fence, or the lake.  
  
SHOW AND TELL was presented by Dick Allen. He brought his new 
Cobra electric. This airplane is highly maneuverable and uses tiny pixie 
servos. This plane is made by Troybuiltmodels.Com. 
 
APRIL MEETING closed at 8:10PM 
 

The May Meeting began at 7:30 PM., 
with Mike Moskaly filling in for Walt 
who was out of town.  As is Mike’s style, 
Mike ran the meeting in good order. He 
made it look easy. Both the Secretary and 
Treasurer’s reports were read and 
accepted by the usual gang of 12. 
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OLD BUSINESS began with a talk by 
Tony Gattone. With great expectations, 
Tony explained the value and aesthetics 
regarding the development of a pseudo 
hard surface runway made of Geolon. 
Geolon is made by the Mirafi Company. 
It is a woven polypropylene material that 
comes in a roll measuring 350’  by 30’  
and is held to the ground by stakes. This 

makes a very hard, smooth, runway. Nothing can grow through it and the 
ends and sides will not curl or tear. Tony said there is a working runway not 
too far from Naples. We could visit it and fly off it to see how we like it. The 
members present seemed less than enthusiastic about this idea and suggested 
perhaps we should hydro-seed the runway. Note. The editor flew off an 
asphalt runway for several years and found that takeoffs are faster and 
smoother with less vibration to the plane. The landings are relatively simple 
with much faster rollouts than grass. As you would imagine, the grass 
runway is much more forgiving but requires continued maintenance. One of 
the many benefits to a hard runway is it makes you a better pilot because if 
your club leaves the grass grow tall next to the runway, which is not always 
a bad idea, the pilot is almost forced to land on the hard surface. In our field 
this would be a 30’  width. Geolon is not as hard asphalt and it is more 
forgiving. How about using Geolon on one runway and a parallel grass 
runway next to the Geolon? Then you would have your choice. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: The grass will be cut 
this week for sure. Seems as if our lawn man 
had some unforeseen problems and said he 
would take care of the long grass ASAP. 
The grass had grown so long that even the 
Meadowlarks had trouble landing on the 
field. Bill Bond’s Mustang could not get off 
the runway so Bill flew his old faithful, the 

Mouse Chaser and his new Bug. Who has more fun flying? Answer: Bill 
Bond. 
 
Don Wagner  suggested that the members consider visiting the Fantasy of 
Flight Museum in Kissimmee. A sign up sheet will be posted at the field. 
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TOP GUN: A thorough, interesting review of Top Gun was presented by 
Mike Moskaly and Tony Gattone.  
 
Ladies Night Out: It’s that time again so don’ t forget the 18th of May. Meet 
at that magic hour of 6: 30 PM. at the Olive Garden. Come early and enjoy 
small talk with friends and a glass of your favorite wine to sip. The O.G. is 
always a good place to eat and enjoy the beautiful evening with beautiful 
people. 
 
SAUSAGE SATURDAY will be held at the field on the 15th of May. Eat 
light at breakfast and heavy at lunch. Every brat we eat helps the bills get 
paid.   
 
CRASHS OF THE MONTH:  This depressing un-award was shared by not 
one, but two pilots. It was clear that both pilots preferred to forget these 

depressing crashes so we won’ t mention their 
names. Without further comment, their names will 
remain blurred from our memories, drifting past us 
like the smoke from the blackened brats. They live 
on in obscurity and only history will record the 
results of their latest disasters. Only their 
shadowed faces will be shown while flying under a 
beautiful late morning sky in Naples Florida. 

 
LADIES NIGHT OUT 

 
Another Ladies Night Out has become 
history. We met at the usual time, 6:30.PM. 
There was little if any room for parking at The 
Olive Garden. The restaurant was very busy. 
We were greeted by a nice lady who told us 
that they never received our reservation. After 
Bill and Greta arrived, we waited 45 minutes 
while the O.G. slowly emptied the back room 

of guests to make room for us. While waiting, we passed the time talking 
airplanes, laughing, and wondering if we would ever eat. At last we were 
ushered to our tables. We sat four to a table. Bill Bond had to sit on the end 
of our table so we had five. Michael, our waiter, gave everyone a sample of 
their wine. He made the evening enjoyable as he was an excellent waiter 
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with years of experience and knew exactly how to handle any situation. The 
food was hot, the ice tea kept flowing, and the wine was delicious. There 
was lots of food for everyone and the leftovers were taken home for another 
day.  
                                      
 

SHOW AND TELL was again presented by 
Dick Allen. This time he brought a new 
electric made by WWW Troy Built Models. 
You may see the video of their airplanes on 
the Web. The plane is called Electric 3D 
Delight. The kit costs $29.00, has a Hitech 
355 servos and a GWS motor. Weighs only 12 

ounces.        
 
There was some small talk of having meetings at the field during the 
summer months. Seems like a good idea as most of the flyers who attend the 
meetings also fly. The idea was shelved until the next meeting. 
 
There was word from Larry Edelmann that Charlie Ziehl is in the hospital in 
Connecticut. Larry will get a card for all to sign. 
 
MAY Meeting closed at 8:40PM. 
 

 
GOD BLESS AMERICA 

 
The US standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is 4 feet, 8.5 
inches.  That’s an exceedingly odd number.  Why was that gauge used?  
Because that’s the way they built them in England, and the English 
expatriates built the US Railroads………Why did the English build them 
like that?  Because the first rail lines were built by the same people who built 
the pre-railroad tramways, and that’s the gauge they used………Why did 
“They”  use that gauge then?  Because the people who built the tramways 
used the same jigs and tools that they used for building wagons, which used 
that wheel spacing. 
 
 O.K.!  Why did the wagons have that particular odd spacing?  Well, if 
they tried to use any other spacing, the wagon wheels would break on some 
of the old long distance roads in England, because that’s the spacing of the 
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wheel ruts. So who built those old rutted roads?  Imperial Rome built the 
first long distance roads in Europe (and England) for their legions.  The 
roads have been used ever since.  And the ruts in the roads?  Roman war 
chariots formed the initial ruts, which everyone else had to match for fear of 
destroying their wagon wheels.  Because the chariots were made for 
Imperial Rome, they were all alike in the matter of wheel spacing. 
 
 The US’s standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches is derived from 
the original specifications for an Imperial Roman war chariot.  And 
bureaucracies live forever.  So the next time you are handed a specification 
and wonder what horse’s rear came up with it, you may be exactly right, 
because the Imperial Roman war chariots were made just wide enough to 
accommodate the rumps of two war horses.  Now the twist….. When you 
see a space shuttle sitting on its launch pad, there are two big booster rockets 
attached to the sides of the main fuel tank.  These are solid rocket boosters, 
or SRBs.  The SRBs are made by Thiokol at its factory in Utah.  The 
engineers who designed the SRBs would have preferred to make them a bit 
fatter, but the SRBs had to be shipped by train from the factory to the launch 
site……The railroad line from the factory happens to run through a tunnel in 
the mountains.  The SRBs had to fit through that tunnel.  The tunnel is 
slightly wider than the railroad track, and the railroad track, as you now 
know is about as wide as two horses’  buttocks…….So, a major space shuttle 
design feature of what is arguably the world’s most advanced transportation 
system was determined over 2,000 years ago by the width of a horse’s 
gluteus maximus!........Credit unknown. Borrowed from RNPA Contrails. 
 

AT THE FIELD 
By Klotz the Kat 

 
 The 1903 Wright Flyer we see on so many postage stamps and 
magazine articles was not the first airplane!   It flew only four times before it 
was scrapped for parts.  All flights were straight and level hops, just like so 
many other failed attempts at powered flight.  It really had only two active 
controls – elevator in the left hand and throttle in the right – a partial Mode 
One.  Coupled wing warp (ailerons) and rudder were connected to the hip 
cradle.  The idea was that if the wing banked, the pilot’s weight would slide 
the cradle in the direction of the bank causing the rudder and wing warp to 
move opposite to the bank and return the wings to level.  It was a passive 
roll stabilizer – a technique used by free-flight modelers know as ‘pendulum 
control’ . The negative dihedral was intended to resist rolls, leveling the 
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wings after a side gust.  It didn’ t work very well…….The Wrights knew that 
this airplane was incapable of controlled turns.  Had they tried, the airplane 
would have drifted into an unrecoverable spin.  They didn’ t care about that 
on that day.  Like the good engineers they were, they wanted to conquer one 
problem at a time.  It was important to keep the wings level so that pitch 
control could be solved first.  Roll and yaw control were saved for another 
day…….Having verified pitch and power, the next Flyer lacked negative 
dihedral; warp and rudder became separate active controls – the same four 
basic controls all airplanes have today. 
 
 Kill Devil Hill’s 25 mph winds and sand dunes were not a good place 
to make the world’s first downwind turn, so proof of controlled flight was 
not even attempted there. The first controlled flight happened at Huffman’s 
Prairie in Dayton.  The scientifically accepted definition of controlled flight 
at that time was (and still is) the ability to fly a pre-determined figure-eight 
at a prescribed altitude – the same maneuver found in AMA Sport Scale 
contests.  If you go to Huffman’s Prairie, now part of Wright-Paterson AFB 
off the end of a runway, look for the markers in the ground that define the 
path taken. It’s too bad we don’ t have a photo of that flight. 
 
 So why is the 1903 Flyer still credited with being the first airplane?  
In the patent fights that followed, it was argued that all of the elements of the 
airplane that later proved controlled flight were present in the 1903 Flyer – 
pitch, yaw, roll and power – even though controlled flight was not proven on 
that day.  The debate continues….. Courtesy of Flare-Out Twin City Radio 
Controllers, Inc. Newsletter 
 

EMERGENCY SAFETY ALERT 
 
L ithium Battery Fires 
 
Lithium batteries are becoming very popular for powering the control and 
power systems in our models.  This is true because of their very high energy 
density (amp-hrs/wt. radio) compared to NiCads or other batteries.  With 
high energy comes increased risk in their use.  The principal, risk is FIRE 
which can result from improper charging, crash damage, or shorting the 
batteries.  All vendors of these batteries warn their customers of this danger 
and recommend extreme caution in their use.  In spite of this, many fires 
have occurred as a result of the use of Lithium Polymer batteries, resulting 
in loss of models, automobiles, and other property.  Homes and garages and 
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workshops have also burned.  A lithium battery fire is very hot (several 
thousand degrees) and is an excellent initiator for ancillary (resulting) fires.  
Fire occurs due to contact between Lithium and oxygen in the air.  It does 
not need any other source of ignition, or fuel to start, and burns almost 
explosively. 
 
These batteries must be used in a manner that precludes ancillary fire.  The 
following is recommended: 
 

1. Store and charge, in a fireproof container; never in your model. 
 

2. Charge in a protected area devoid of combustibles.  Always stand 
watch over the charging process.  Never leave the charging process 
unattended. 

 
3. In the event of damage from crashes, etc., carefully remove to a 

safe place for at least a half hour to observe.  Physically damaged 
cells could erupt into flame, and, after sufficient time to ensure 
safety, should be discarded in accordance with the instructions 
which came with the batteries.  Never attempt to charge a cell with 
physical damage, regardless of how slight. 

 
4. Always use chargers designed for the specific purpose, preferable 

having a fixed setting for your particular pack.  Many fires occur in 
using selectable/adjustable chargers improperly set.  Never attempt 
to charge Lithium cells with a charger which is not specifically, 
designed for charging Lithium cells.  Never use chargers designed 
for Nickel Cadmium batteries. 

 
5. Use charging systems that monitor and control the charge state of 

each cell in the pack.  Unbalanced cells can lead to disaster if it 
permits overcharge of a single cell in the pack.  If the batteries 
show any sign of swelling, discontinue charging, and remove them 
to a safe place outside as they could erupt into flames. 

 
6. Most important:  Never plug in a battery and leave it to charge 

unattended overnight.  Serious fires have resulted from this 
practice.   
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7. Do not attempt to make your own battery packs from individual 
cells. 

 
These batteries CANNOT be handled and charged casually such as has been 
the practice for years with other types of batteries.  The consequence of this 
practice can be very serious resulting in major damage and/or personal harm. 
 
Credit Safety Committee Academy of Model Aeronautics. 
 

Thanks to President Walt Barnes, we all 
should have received a copy of this 
warning. I thought it would be helpful to 
place the article in the newsletter just in 
case someone somewhere may not have 
seen it.      
  

               Walt Barnes 
 

SI HAS COME HOME 
 
Si is home and will be attending breakfast. He is making a wonderful 
recovery. He continues to be highly spirited and holding up very well after 
the shock his body received from the severe pain he suffered.  
              

 
 

ATTITUDE 
 
“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.  Attitude, 

to me, is more important, than 
facts.  It is more important than 
the past, than education, than 
money, than circumstances, than 
failures, than successes, than what 
other people think or say or do.  It 
is more important than 
appearance, giftedness, or skill.  It 
will make or break a company…a 
church…a home.  The remarkable 

thing is we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will embrace 
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for that day.  We cannot change our past…we cannot change the fact that 
people will act in a certain way.  We cannot change the inevitable.  The only 
thing we can do is play on the string we have, and that is our attitude…I am 
convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it.  
And so it is with you…we are in charge of our Attitudes.”  Author Charles 
Swindoll…….The first person I thought about when reading this was Si.  
                         
                       LAST ISSUE OF THE DOWNWIND 
 

ONCE UPON A TIME…………….My tour of duty 
is over and I am being discharged back to civilian life.  
They say that old time editors with old time ideas, and 
old time airplanes are a thing of the past. While at 
CFF I learned a lot about onions, extra large buns, and 
sweeping the sitting area. Being editor was easy 
because I had so many different personalities to pick 

on plus my camera worked well enough. Now it seems time for a change. So 
God willing, Jean and I hope to be going back to Coeur’Alene, Idaho, 
nestled at the base of the Bitterroot Mountains just as soon as our house 
sells. I will be flying next to moose, elk, bears, mountain goats, deer, eagles, 
and osprey just to mention a few forest creatures. Oh yes, also with another 
great bunch of friends. I will fly at Farragut State Park flying field I helped 
build, on the parade ground of the former WW ll Naval base adjacent to a 
2,000’  deep lake. Or I will fly off the 400’x 40’  asphalt runway I Helped 
build. Or I will fly off another field next to a stone pit and land on the grass. 

Just want all to know that I considered this flying club the 
finest I have ever been in with beautiful people. Jean and I 
appreciate all of you. You are the greatest and yes, we are an 
unusual club. Now I leave you with this little ditty about 
aging. As Jean always says, “Don’ t give in to it. Stick 
around; it won’ t always be this way.”  
 

The End 
 

My Get Up and Go 
 
How do I know my youth is all spent.  My get up and go has got up and 
went.  But in spite of it all I’m able to grin to think of the places my get up 
has been. 
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Old age is golden so I’ve heard it said.  But sometimes I wonder as I crawl 
into bed.  With my teeth in a cup and my wig in a drawer I hope my glass 
eye doesn’ t roll on the floor. 
 
As sleep dims my vision I say to myself is there anything more I should put 
on the shelf.  First Clinton now Bush I surely am vexed, but I’ ll still stick 
around to see what happens next. 
 
When I was young my slippers were red.  I could kick up my heels right 
over me head.  Then I grew older and my slippers were blue.  But still I 
could dance the whole night through.  Now I am old and my slippers are 
black.  I huff to the store and I puff myself back.  But never you laugh I 
don’ t mind at all.  I’d rather be huffing than not huff at all. 
 
I get up each morning and dust off my wits.  I open the paper and read the 
obits and if I’m not there I know I’m not dead so I eat a good breakfast and 
roll back to bed………Written by Pete Seeger. 

 
                          Good Night Mrs. Callabash wherever you are. Cr. Jimmy 
Durante.         
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


